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SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY OF CHRIST (SUNDAY OF THE GENEALOGY),
WHICH FALLS ON PARAMON (EVE) OF NATIVITY OF CHRIST

VENERABLE MARTYR EUGENIA OF ROME AND THOSE WITH HER

Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and Q\j ggj Y o S LGl Al &S 1l
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Choir: Amen. Ol 148 gal)

Priest: Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

O heavenly King, the Comforter, Spirit of
Truth, Who art in all places, and fillest all
things, Treasury of good things, and Giver of
life, come, and dwell in us, and cleanse us from
every stain; and save our souls, O good One.
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Reader: Holy God, Holy Mighty,
Immortal: have mercy on us. (thrice)

Holy
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.
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All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord,
cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our
iniquities. Holy One, visit and heal our
infirmities for Thy Name’s sake.
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Lord, have mercy. (thrice)
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.
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Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one.
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Priest: For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory: of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and
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unto ages of ages.  Crpal )
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LITANY
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Priest: Have mercy on us, O God, according to
Thy great mercy, we pray Thee, hearken and
have mercy.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) (use this
response until noted below)
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Priest: Again we pray for all pious and
Orthodox Christians.
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Priest: Again we pray for our father and
metropolitan, N., (our bishop, N.,) and all our
brotherhood in Christ.
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Priest: For thou art a merciful God and lovest
mankind, and unto thee we ascribe glory, to the
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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Choir: Amen. Bless, Father, in the Name of the
Lord.
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Priest: Glory to the holy, consubstantial, life-
giving and undivided Trinity, always, now and
ever, and unto ages of ages.
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Choir: Amen.
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KATAVASIAE OF THE FIRST CANON OF
CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE ONE
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Ode 1 (2). Christ is born, give ye glory. Christ
Is come from Heaven, receive ye Him. Christ is
on earth, be ye exalted. Sing unto the Lord all
the earth and sing praises in gladness, O ye
peoples; for He hath been glorified.

a\jum\@,a‘;icm /\@M”Cm AR |
H—J) ‘jw)u uaj)!\ ‘_“J:. C_\_u.d\ wjlm_ula

°og ;w‘

JM.\AS‘LN

Ode 3 (1). To the Son Who was begotten of the
Father before the ages without change, and in
these last days was without seed made flesh of
the Virgin, to Christ our God let us cry aloud:
Thou Who hast raised up our horn, holy art
Thou, O Lord.
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Ode 6 (1). The sea-monster spat forth Jonah as
it had received him like a babe from the womb;

(Olisy 4Laa] (e a8 3 (oAl Sigall B -6
Ja s L Wy (ouall 5l Wl 466 LS




while the Word, having dwelt in the Virgin and
taken flesh, came forth from her yet kept her
incorrupt. For being Himself not subject to
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corruption, He preserved His Mother free from .Bplian
harm.
Ode 8 (1). We praise, we bless, and we worship il Ky HLS C”“"’ -8

the Lord.

The furnace moist with dew was the image and
figure of a wonder past nature; for it burned not
the Youths whom it had received, even as the
fire of the Godhead consumed not the Virgin’s
womb into which it had descended. Wherefore
in praise let us sing: Let all creation bless the
Lord, and supremely exalt Him unto all the
ages.
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Deacon: The Theotokos and Mother of the
Light let us honor and magnify in song.
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MAGNIFICATIONS IN TONE FOUR
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My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit
hath rejoiced in God my Savior.

Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim,
and more glorious beyond compare than the
Seraphim, thou who without corruption didst
bear God the Word, and art truly Theotokos, we
magnify thee.
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For He that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy
is His Name; and His mercy is on them that fear
Him, throughout all generations. (Refrain)
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He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath
filled the empty with good things, and the rich
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hath He sent empty away. (Refrain) (ZLAJM\)
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A strange and marvelous mystery do | behold;
the cave is a heaven; the Virgin a cherubic
throne; the manger a space wherein Christ God
the Uncontainable One hath reclined. Him do
we praise and magnify.
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THE LITTLE LITANY
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Deacon: Again and again, in peace, let us pray
to the Lord.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Help us; save us; have mercy on us;
and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Calling to remembrance our all-holy,
immaculate, most blessed and glorious Lady,
the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all
the saints, let us commend ourselves and each
other and all our life unto Christ our God.

Choir: To Thee, O Lord.

Priest: For all the powers of Heaven praise Thee,
and unto Thee do they ascribe glory: to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Choir: Amen.
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Holy is the Lord our God. (thrice)

Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His
footstool, for He is holy.
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THE DOXASTICON FOR SUNDAY
BEFORE THE NATIVITY IN TONE EIGHT
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit.

The collection of the Law’s teachings maketh
plain Christ's divine Nativity in the flesh
through them that had preached of grace before
the coming of the Law, since, by faith, they had
transcended the Law. Wherefore, unto the souls
held in Hades, did they foretell Thy Nativity
which, through the Resurrection, was the cause
of our deliverance from corruption. O Lord,
glory be to Thee.
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for
through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades
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despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the
curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is
slain, and we are endowed with life. Wherefore,
in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art
Thou, O Christ our God, Who is thus well
pleased, glory to Thee.
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THE GREAT DOXOLOGY IN TONE EIGHT
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Glory to Thee, who has shown us the Light.
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will among men.
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We praise thee, we bless Thee, we worship
Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto
Thee for Thy great glory.
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O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father
Almighty; O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ; and the Holy Spirit.

Lilall CH) A (folad) Sl SN L
Gl Eou b ocdagll G SR L LK
Lol 950 L L

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy on us, thou that takest away the sins of
the world.
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Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.
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For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord,
O Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.
Amen.
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Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise
Thy Name forever; yea, forever and ever.
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Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without
sin.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers,
and praised and glorified be Thy Name forever.
Amen.
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Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we do
put our hope in thee.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy
statutes. (thrice)
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Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all
generations. | said: Be merciful unto me; heal
my soul, for | have sinned against Thee.
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Lord, | have fled unto Thee: teach me to do Thy
will, for Thou art my God.
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For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy
light shall we see light.

sl Gl sy ol i Al e Y

O continue Thy lovingkindness unto them that
know Thee.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have
mercy on us. (thrice)
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit.
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.
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Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
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Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have
mercy on us.
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TROPARION IN TONE FOUR
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Today is Salvation come into the world. Let us
sing praises to Him Who arose from the grave,
the Author of our life; for having by death
destroyed death, He hath given us victory and
Great Mercy.
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DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE FOUR
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Having learned the joyful message of the
Resurrection from the angel the women
disciples of the Lord cast from them their
parental condemnation. And proudly broke the
news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world
Great Mercy.

il 3580 DUl e (5 G5 e &)
D5 ity ) sl ey o
AN fodl 2y Eigall (ade DUy 33k

aband) 32350 allal) i

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY BEFORE
THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO
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Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the
three holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of
flames as though at waters of rest. And the
Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd to the lions
as though they were sheep. Wherefore, by their
prayers, O Christ God, save our souls.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE PARAMON OF
THE NATIVITY IN TONE FOUR
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As the fruit of David’s seed, Mary was
registered of old * with the Elder Joseph in the
small town of Bethlehem, * when she conceived
with a seedless and pure conception. * Behold,
the time was come that she should bear her
Child, * but no place was found within the inn
for them; * yet the cave proved a delightful
palace * for the pure Lady and Queen of all. *
For Christ is born now to raise the image that
had fallen aforetime.

b GO Chlis) i e G il b S

dlala IS CJ‘B\JEJJL)AL@J\LQ.} (Qh_m

ejj 53Ys1) iy Gla s t)))mgﬂ\ Jadll
(AR il el R b S Wil K
@'5‘ B)sall Liagik /’é_wd\ a_s)LML)uS
.e:ag.d\a.mg_dazu

APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF
THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
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Thy nativity, O Theotokos, has proclaimed joy
to the whole universe; for from thee did shine
forth the Sun of justice, Christ our God,
annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing,
abolishing death and granting us life everlasting.
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KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF
CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE
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On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to
give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who
was before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O
earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with
the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him *
Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young
Child Who * before the ages is God.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Sunday before the Nativity)
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us.
The Reading from the Epistle of
St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10; 32-40)

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the
same promise. For he looked forward to the city
which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God. And what more shall | say? For
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
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prophets—who through faith conquered
kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises,
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won
strength out of weakness, became mighty in
war, and put foreign armies to flight. Women
received their dead by resurrection. Some were
tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered
mocking and scourging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were
sawn in two, they were killed with the sword;
they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the
world was not worthy—wandering over deserts
and mountains, and in dens and caves of the
earth. And all these, though well attested by
their faith, did not receive what was promised,
since God had foreseen something better for us,
that apart from us they should not be made
perfect.
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THE GOSPEL (For the Sunday before the
Nativity: “The Genealogy”)
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to
St. Matthew. (1:1-25)
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son
of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the
father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and
Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of
Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon
the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz
by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth,
and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of
David the king. And David was the father of
Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the
father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah
the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz,
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and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the
father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of
Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah
the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time
of the deportation to Babylon. And after the
deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of
Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the
father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor,
and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father
of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud
the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of
Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and
Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of
whom Jesus was born, Who is called Christ. So all
the generations from Abraham to David were
fourteen generations, and from David to the
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and
from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ were
fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ
took place in this way. When His mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together
she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit;
and her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce
her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her
Is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you
shall call His Name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold,
a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His
Name shall be called Emmanuel” (which means,
God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him;
he took his wife, but knew her not until she had
borne a son; and he called His Name Jesus.
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THE DISMISSAL

NS

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother;
by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross; by the protection of the honorable
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the
saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and
protector of this holy community; of the holy
and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and
Anna; of all those who of old have been well-
pleasing to God, from Adam down to Joseph
the Betrothed, of the prophets and
prophetesses, especially of Daniel the prophet
and the three holy youths; of the Venerable
Martyr Eugenia of Rome and those with her,
whose memory we celebrate today, and of all
the saints: have mercy on us and save us,
forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

O a8 G b o aial) gl Al L s gl
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Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Priest:
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.

Gl g 3 L (G Ball LT slims 2 LS
Saldg sl (gl

Choir: Amen.

Ol 1B gal)

Spititual Word:
The Saints and Us
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Saint Paul begins his letters with one of the following greetings: "From Paul... to the
holy brethren" (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians), or "To those called to be saints"
(Romans), or "To the Church of God in..." (2 Corinthians, Galatians, 1 and 2
Thessalonians), or "To the church of God in... who have been sanctified in Christ
Jesus and called to be saints" (1 Corinthians). Saint Paul's greetings clearly indicate
that all believers are called to be saints, and they also reveal that the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ and His salvific work sanctify them.

Saint Paul's teaching is firmly based on divine teachings found in the Holy
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Scriptures, which the Church has faithfully preserved. Here are some examples: in
the Old Testament, we read, “Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for |

am the Lord your God” (Lev. 20:7), and, “You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy”
(Lev. 11:45).

The holiness of the faithful, according to the Old Testament, is derived from the
holiness and sanctity of God. People were to be like their God in their behavior.
Their relationship with Him was based on faithfulness. The covenant was
established on this condition: If you will indeed obey My voice and keep My
covenant, then you shall be my people, and | will be your God (Lev. 26:3, Jer. 30:22).
Living according to God's commandments and ordinances is binding for those who
consider themselves believers.

In the Old Testament, holiness was defined as separation from impurity. Calls to
“wash yourselves, make yourselves clean, remove the evil of your deeds” (Isa. 1:16)
are synonymous with the verb sanctify. Thus, the beginning of the path to
sanctification is to distance oneself from sins, their causes, and all those things that
defile a person. With the advent of the New Covenant, the concept of holiness
broadened and became more positive. Mere abstention from evil was no longer
sufficient; it must be complemented by the pursuit of virtue. Thus, when the Lord
Jesus Christ fulfilled the Mosaic law, He asked His disciples to "be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect" (Matthew 5:48).

The pursuit of holiness means the pursuit of perfection, and this is the call for every
Christian: "Be holy, for I am holy™ (1 Peter 1:16); "but as He who called you is holy,
you also be holy in all your conduct” (1 Peter 1:15).

On this basis, the saints have held a high position in the Church since its inception.
The saints are honored by and companions to the believers, serving as role models
and examples for all those who love Christ and follow His path. Christians began by
honoring the martyrs first, as they willingly gave their lives, enduring suffering with
joy for the sake of their faith and never abandoning it. They also observed the
virtues embodied by certain individuals around them, which made them beacons

of light that illuminated the lives of the believers; and destinations for guidance and
advice for building a Christian life of perfection—that is, a life of sanctity.

The saints are God's intercessors and friends. We keep their memory, honor them,
and place icons of them in our homes and churches. We ask for their intercession
and seek their guidance because they are our brothers and sisters in the family of
God, the Church. Moreover, because we believe in eternal life and consider death
not a perishing but, rather, a transition and repose in the Lord, we ask for the same
from our loved ones who have gone before us and remember them in our prayers,
just like our living loved ones. For all are living members of the Church.

The relationship between believers and the saints who preceded them is familial.
Just as a child seeks help from, follows the example of, and emulates an older
sibling, so does a Christian follow and seek guidance from the saints. They are a
living Gospel. Their lives are practical applications of the commandments found in
the Gospel.

In this context of ecclesial communion, some saints may feel closer to you than
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others. You may be drawn to a particular saint who shares similarities with your life
or serves as a role model for you. For example, someone who tended more towards
pessimism than optimism may have read the life of St. Seraphim of Sarov and saw
that he had the same tendencies at first, but fervently prayed for joy until he
became known as the saint of Paschal joy for the rest of his life. Such a person will
immediately feel a connection to this saint. Another example would be a person
who once lived a life with no moral boundaries and later experienced a conversion
seeking a life of purity and repentance. Such a person will naturally find
resemblance in the life of St. Mary of Egypt, who transformed her life completely
from a life of sin to one of absolute purity.

On this basis, the Church asks those approaching baptism to choose a patron saint.
When someone is ordained a priest or becomes a monk or nun, they sometimes
change their name and take one of the saints as their spiritual patron and friend.
This personal relationship with the saints is a living, blessed, and fruitful
connection. A bond forms between the individual and the saint, and the believer
experiences the presence of the living saint in his life. He experiences the saint's
assistance, the efficacy of his prayers, and his intercessions.

| present this information today because many inquiries have reached the
Archdiocese Office asking about how a patron saint might be chosen for those who
do not know their patron saint from their baptism or were not directed to one by
the priest or their parents during their baptism. The answer is very simple: Before
you is a vast array of saintly men and women from whom to choose. Pick a patron
with whom you find similarities or someone to be a role model in your life. Establish
a personal friendship with this patron, just as you do with any close friend or
companion. Mention their names in your prayers. Ask them to intercede for you
and pray on your behalf. Acquire their icons for your prayer corner. Over time, you
will feel the strength of their presence in your life. Do not forget to inform your
priest and the parish in which you were baptized about the saint’s name you have
chosen to ensure proper registration for the baptismal certificate.

May God bless all of you and grant you to experience the sweetness of living within
God’s family, the Church, which consists of the living and the departed, angels and
saints, and those who strive on the path of holiness. Thus, we ascend day by day
until we become “the household of God” (Eph. 2:19).
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Parish News and Announcements

Upcoming Services at Saint John Maximovitch:

- Sunday, December 24" : Nativity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Christmas
Service)

- Sunday, January 7" : The Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
followed by Blessing of the water

at St John Maximovitch chapel behind St Nicholas Russian Orthodox Cathedral
located at

1714 13th Ave, Seattle, WA 98122

Christmas Party, Dec 17:

Despite all that is happening in our beloved Gaza; we would still wish our kids and
community to have the spirit of the Nativity of Christ fulfill our hearts with the joy of
the Divine child.

Food will be provided, and you can bring your kids’ gift for Santa to distribute (make
sure you mark it with your kid’s name) — bring it by 2:30PM

Catechism classes:

It’s never late to learn your faith; even if we were born in the faith that doesn’t mean
that we know it well — if you choose to learn about the bible and the tradition of your
church, please join us for adult Catechism classes every Friday at 6:30 PM for a
virtual session with Subdeacon George Tsonis (George visits us twice a year coming
from Boston, MA). If you would like to join, contact Toufic Majdalani at
206.739.2395

Third Quarter finance:

Income Expenses Net
$12,314.51 | $8,993.13 | $3,321.38

Property Renovation Project:

The property renovation project is starting very soon; we are calling all of you to contribute and
get involved whether in your talents, time, financial support... Please let us know how you can
help — with your prayers and support we can accomplish the project and move to our church
soon!!

The first project includes the demolishing the walls, roof insulation and foundation strengthening
that will cost around $15,000. To donate for this purpose, please use the donation link and
reference Property Renovation: https://theotokosholynativity.com/donations

Or make a check payable to the Holy Nativity of the Theotokos church

All your donations are Tax deductible
Through the intercessions of Our Lady of Saydnaya may the Lord bless you in any field of support.

You can always follow the church news on our website: https://www.theotokosholynativity.com/
and our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/474907199547143/
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BRING YOURKIDS GIFT EARLY FOR
SANTATO DISTRIBUTE

e
1714 13TH AVE SEATTLE WA 98122 R
KIDS ACTIVITIES, MUSIC, FOOD & LOTS OF FUN!




